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A LOOK AT THE I.EGACY'\

by Paul Glawn

For close to ten years Love and .
_Rage, in one form'of another, |
existed as an orgamzed expres-
sion of revolutionary anarchism,

_ representing many of the best-and -
worst aspects of the left. The' Love .

. and Rage project involved hun-. .
dreds of people over many years -
‘who took the role of revolutionary
opposition seriously while con-
fronting forms of domination in .
‘their own.work and daily lives. -
Those mvolved were committed
to.ideas and educatson, to demo-

cratic process and orgamzation, to .

street militancy, and towards the '
end to Iong—term commumty '
organizing.

* On the down side Love & R_agée o

also had elements of a guilt- .-
. based, middle-class politics of

- self-sacrifice and, among some, a

morahsm better stited to .
Chiistian missionaries. There
_were those who sought amore =
“purg” membership, purged of
the sins of the dominant socnety
This took the form of an inward
_looking examination of each ber— '
‘son’s background and preferences
that began to lose perspective. A

principled, self-reflective commit- -

ment to anti-sexism, for example,
turned into a bizarre attempt to..
break down ego-boundaries and’
reshape character, in a small
group setting. There were also
attempts to utilize guilt to get:
_people to do more, to contribute
more money, or not voice their
opinions. These tendencies were
derided by others, however, limit-
ing their contagion and rendering’

them effective only on those

" already susceptible. . -

4Love and Rage was made up ‘
- 'of many different groups and indi-

viduals representing a variety of
tendencies and with varying back-
grounds within anarchism, mak- - -

Love & Rage... existed -
as organized expression

of revolutionary anarchism*

ing generalizations difficult. What

“they all had in common was an

activist orientation and a general-

. ly left politics (as opposed to the




neo-primitivist, anti-civilization
perspectives of Anarchy Magazine
and John Zerzan, forexample)
They were also primarily young. -
Love and Rage members shared a
sense of urgency, of the immedia-
cy of various struggles and of the

. need to get organized and act,

and a general willingness to par-
ticipate in coalition with other left
and liberal groups to pursue simi-
lar objectives. For instance, Love
and Rage participated in stopping
Operation Rescue s attempts to
shut down abortion clinics, while
arguing for direct forms of
democracy. within meetings and
extra-legal forms of militancy and
direct action in demonstrations.

. The various Love and Rage local
" groups which existed overthe’

years, notably in places like
aneapolls, ‘New York, and
Detrout were constituted by

" extremely dedicated activists who

sustained an interest and involve-
ment in. political issues and organ-

" izing that continues to be rare.

The local groups often combined .

" a consciousness of group dynam-
ics and internal hierarchies with

an unbehevable abllaty to puton
publ!c forums discussing current

 events, while also participating in

various coalitions and organizing
efforts and demonstrations.

it has been two years since Love
and Rage dissolved and it seems

’ appropriate to assess some of the

organization's contributions in
light of what is going.on today. ' -
This account will be partial and
necessarlly incomplete,hopefully
being one of the first of many
written reflections.

ideas and Theory

One of Love a'hd Rage's positive -
contributions was that ittook
|deas and theory senously in the

effort to democratically develop a
political statement for the organi-
zation. This commitment was aiso
reflected in discussions, leaflet
writing, and forums. Similarly,
despite some tendencies toward.
sensationalism, the organization’s
newspaper, also called Love and
Rage, demonstrated the group’s
seriousness about ideas.

Many heated and protracted
debates took place between vari-
ous factions on a variety of issues, '
mostly within the context of the
ongoing process ‘of developing a
common political statement for -

the organization. One of the first
debates was actually over

whether to even have one.

There was a strong faction, most-

" ly grouped around the Anarchist

Youth Federation, which took an
anti-theory position, advocating
unity through action. The relation
between ideas and action, of theo-

" ry.and practice, were hotly debat-

ed. This faction argued that
theoretical discussion was a

_waste of time and the working .

class would better respond to
simple language. Their proposed
miodel for Love and Rage was the
British paper Class War. Despite
the obstinacy of the anti-theory -
faction, and their condescending
assumptions concerning the intel-
ligence of the working class, the
project of democratically develop-
ing a common political statement
went forward.

Although the organization voted
to develop a statement, the time-
devoted to it was filled with ongo- - -~

" ing discussion that never resulted

in a finished document.
Nonetheless, the discussions cre-
ated a lively forum for radical
ideas and competing revolution-
ary strategies. This allowed a rela- .
tively large number of radicals to




- coliectively think through-what -

-

A

was going on in the world. At the
same time, it involved a variety of
people in this process through
participation in working groups,
writing draft statements, and
debating positions at plenariées
and in the pages of the paper.

This kind of anarchist intellectual
culture does not exist today. The
great thing about Love and Rage’s
attempt to develop a political
statement, in addition to its partic-
ipatory character, was the way the
discussion of ideas took place in
the context of an organized

" aftempt to change the world. Thus

the ideas, although sometimes
abstract or theoretical, were part
of an' engagement with society.

Too often today, discussions of
radical ideas are purely abstract,
with little or no relation to organ-

' izing work or a larger public.
Intellectual work goes on in isola- -

tion, or is perverted in service to
academic requirements. And on
the other hand, as is so often the
case, organizing work goes on in
a rather rote fashion, with little
room to explore theoretical
dimepsions or argue how tactics
are part of a long-term revolution-
ary strategy or theory of the -
world. : :

One current organization which
promotes anarchist scholarship,
The Institute for Anarchist .
Stud_ges, funds individual writers,
not collective writing projects,
bécause the applications for fund-

"ing it receives are from individu-.

als. A majority of these
applications can be divided

into two categories: anarchists
involved in academics, and
activist anarchists struggling to
theorize their practical work. Both
could benefit from engagement
with a more participatory intellec-
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This kind of anarchist intellectual
“culture does not exist today.

tual culture; on the one hand so _

their work is less abstract and aca-

demic, and on the other to help

sharpen and qeye!op their ideas.

With the demise of Love and Rage
and other organizations engaged
in collective, democratic writing
processes, like the Youth Greens,
the anarchist intellectual scene
has become atomized and frag-
mented. It is rare to find collective -
writing projects or popular forums
for discussing radical ideas.

‘Without them, people often drift
away, or begin to regurgitate
mainstream thought about the
inevitability of the market, or the
state, or about how people are '

' fundamentally greedy and will
never change. The dominant ideo-
logical, economic, and social reali-
ties in America are strong and
well entrenched, taking their toll
on even the most stubborn-mili-
tant.Without a vibrant anarchist
public sphere to create and main-
tain an alternative worldview, it is
harder for individuals to maintain
a commitment to radical politics.
‘And without an anarchist organi- -
zation, it is impossible to change
society. :

Anti-Racism
and Anti-Imperialism

Perhaps most significantly, Love
and Rage brought the issue of
race into North American anar-
chist concerns in a way that was
not previously present, at least
among white anarchists. This
occurred as self-education on race
issues, learning about the key role
of race relations in unlocking his-
torical forms of oppression in the
US context. Simultarieously,

Love and Rage prioritized an anti-
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racist agenda within anarchist
organizing.

_ Anti-Police brutality work, and in

cities like Minneapolis, neighbor-
hood cop-watches became a
cornerstone of Love and Rage
members’ work. Love and Rage

" ‘'members played central rolesin .

Anti-Racist Action, where today
many former members contmue
to be actwe

A further aspect of Love and
Rage s anti-racism involved the

commitment tO_ orgamzmg across

borders to work with comrades in
Mexico City, while also making

. Chiapas-and Zapatista solidarity

work a high pnonty More gener-

- . ally the anti- lmpenallst orientation
‘of the organization implied an
" understanding of the privileged . .
" and exploitative position of the
. ‘ma‘jont'\'/ of the West vis-a-vis the .
- restof the world, a relation based
" in race-and also. class

Some in the orgamzatron advocat-

. ed a more uncritical antiimperial-
. ism. But many others saw that it
" is possible both to support people

in their resistance, by opposing
US military and economic domi-
nation, and to maintain a princi-
pled engagement with opposition
movements that does not abdi-
cate our responsibility to be eriti-
cal of authoritarian practices and -
tendencies. The central question

here is what place North
American anti-imperialists have -
in criticizing aspects of nationalist
struggles we disagree with, such
as statism or the attempt to forge
a national identity by suppressing
diversity within a people. Those

. maintaining a position of critical -

solidarity won an early debate on
the “national question”against
those who advocated an unquali-

~ fied solidarity.

Black Bloc

Early on writers and organizers
for Love and Rage emphasized
the need to develop a “fighting
movement.” This was a provoca-
tive way of describing a move-
ment which takes the political
offensive while being willing to

. defend itself ageinst the police in _

the streets.

The German autonomist move--
ment was a significant influence
on Love and Rage and other
young radicals in the late 1980s
and early ‘90s. There were succes-
sive waves of autonomist move-
ment in Germany, but the -
anti~imperialist, street fighting,
black bioc version made the
biggest impression. In addition to
squatting housing and social and
cultural spaces for themselves,
the autonomen, as they-are

“known, forined large blocs at

demonstrations to provide for
their own safety against police

- attacks and to allow more latitude

in the streets. The blocs involve
people dressing alike and cover-
ing their faces with masks to pre-
vent the police from identifying
individuals. Protesters link arms ~ |

- and move together,preventmg the

pollce from dlspersmg people or
grabbing individuals.

A black bloc.was called for at one
of the two big marches in D.C.




against the Gulf-War. Roughly -
three hundred black-clad anar-
chists showed up for the contin-
gent. Being in a bloc demonstrated
a large, well-organized anarchist .
presence in the anti-war effort. It
also allowed for more militant
action than shuffling down the
street chanting tired slogans. For
instance, windows were smashed

- atthe Treasury Department burld-
inganda break-away march
towards the World Bank building
took place Along the way bank
windows were smashed and the
World Bank building itself was

- spraypainted. Because of the secu-
rity of the bloc, only one comrade

-was grabbed by the police, and
that person was una'rrested from
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The Black Bloc in- Seattle isthe .. . . 16 -
most successful use yet of this B
style of street organization. t’ -

helped create a visible and forml-

dable anarchist présence, while

- enabling highly e‘ffectlye offensive -
_‘action against.corporate property. -

Combined with the violence of the

- police against the largely non-vio-

lent demonstrators, the Black Bloc

is the main.reason Seattle became

a household word around the
world. The Black Bloc anarchists -
struck a chord, and anarchism, in
however simplified a form,

- seemed to be.everywhere.

The Seattle Black Bloc shows

_thereisa potentlal for developing

afar more ~organized and effective
form of street protest In addmon,

,g;,eo':z::: ' _ the larger
bvomers: A Jing of development runs  eniglob-
ivoived  from the 1988 Pentagon .- - . eization
rentote - Action right through fo the * involves
mevioc,  Seattle Black Bloc. - s,
which  For. exam-

effectively prevented the police
from arresting anyone.

' A line of development runs from
the 1988 Pentagon Action, where
- anarchists.had an organized con-’
tingent and distributed RAGE!, a
precursor of Love and Rage, right
through to the Seattle Black Bloc.
The contemporary idea of a
non-pacifist, extra- -legal national
contlngent got started at that 1988
prote‘st against the US wars in
Central America. One of the_mam
organizing groups for that contin- '
gent, and for organizing Love
and Rage, was RABL, the -
Revolutionary Anarchist Bowling
League. RABL held several suc-
cessful, and some not-so- suc-
cessful, actions in the mid-to-late
1980s in Minneapolis and.pub-
lished their own occasional paper,
" the RABL Rouser.

ple, anarchlst pnnmples are.

: lnformmg much of the orgamzmg

of the Direct Actlon Network the
mam organlzmg group of the - ‘
Seattle demonstratlons and the
anti- IMF/WorId Bank protests

in DC .

Love and Rage dld alotto help
develop an anti-authoritarian
understanding of globalization,
sometimes referred to as neollb-
eralism, in part this was done in
conjunctlon with the perspectrve
put forward by the Zapatistas and

‘Chiapas solldanty activists,
- Another aspect was snmply

extendmg the tradltlonal anarchrst
critique of capltallsm, hlerarchy '
and socral dommatlon to contem-
porary trends. Itis good tosee
this type of work partly pay off i |n

“the form ofa renewed popular

and radical movement whlch at
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least implic’iily, is against ‘capi't'éf

. and hasan anarchist and ecolog- .
~cal dimensmn ._" a .

' Def' mng Anarchlsm
‘With the decline of Love and -
" Rage, -anarchists in the Pacific

- Northwest have taken the lead in

defining anarchism. The positive
contributions they bring are a no

] compromlse militant attltude,

direct action approach and an
attempt to pre-figure the new
society in collective living, count-
‘er-institutions and sustainable
practices like intensive, organic
gardening. - '

An organization like Love and
Rage could help coordinate activi-
ty and provide a forum for pre-
senting revolutionary anarchist
ideas to a larger public through its
newspaper. Unfortunately the

‘only national anarchist publica-

tions we have now are Anarchy

" and Fifth Estate. While occasional-

ly publishing something interest-
ing, these pubhcatlons generally

_put theu' own regressuve anti-civi- -

lization 'spin on anarchxst actions
and ideas. They present their
rather watped neo-primitivist ver-

“sion of anarchtsm as being the

only one while caricaturing the
politics represented by Love and
Rage (and Murray Bookchin) as

"Leninist Old Left

Love-and Rage had |ts own prob-
lems, but at leastit broughta

~ $ocial'and left perspective to anar- .

chism that saw the way-out of.
capltallsm and statism through-- -
social movements and direct
forms.of- democracy, not sumply
smashing technology and return:

ing to a hunter-gatherer existence.

The organization maintained a
healthy insurrectionary perspec-
tive which held out the. necessuty

of soclal fevofution It recogmzed

“that.anarchists need to be an

organized force for social change,
and that day-to-day activist work

_is an important part of this

process. And it maintained the

; impbrtance of ideas, debate and

popular education. -

In the future any new revolut_iéu-
ary anarchist organization would
need to be a bottom-up, grass- ~
roots confederation of existing
local groups. The emphasis in’
Love and Rage should have been
{and our focus now should be)
promoting and assisting in the
formatjon of new local groups,
affinity groups, and political col-

_lectives. Love and Rage erred in
‘not putting more effort in this

direction. There definitely was a ~
strong centralizing faction in the
organization that successfully
took the group in the direction of
federation, rather than confedera-

- tion, arguing against.those who
" .advocated a more decentralized

approach. It should come as little
surprise that those folks no longer
call themselves anarchists.

Ut may be a while before we again
_'sée a continental anarchist organi- -
‘zation.on the scale of Love and

Rage. Desp|te this anarchlsm
seems to be in pretty good shape

" as we head into the twenty-first . -

century. If we do things right, we
can create new organizational

. forms while learning from the

mistakes of the past, as wellas -
from the promising contributions
of a group like Love and Rage.




